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It gives me immense pleasure to learn that CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories is bringing out the Women's Compendium, an initiative that recognizes and 
celebrates the strength, perseverance, excellence and contributions of the Nari Sakthi of CSIR-NAL, Bengaluru towards strengthening the STEM ecosystem. I 
deeply value such efforts that highlight role models and create platforms for dialogue, mentorship and recognition. Empowering women in science is not only a 
method of equity but also imperative for innovation led growth. The compendium comes at an opportune time, as our Honourable Minister of Science & 
Technology, Dr Jitendra Singh has announced the theme of National Science Day 2026 as "Women in Science: Catalysing Viksit Bharat." This theme underscores 
a renewed national commitment to empowering women as leaders, innovators and change makers in science, technology and innovation aligned with the vision 
of Honourable Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi for strengthening Nari Sakthi in STEM. The growing presence and leadership of women across our 
laboratories, including in critical domains such as in Aerospace research, reect the progressive outlook and inclusive ethos of CSIR fraternity. This compendium 
is not merely a documentation of accomplishments; it is a tribute to the dedication, integrity and sustained efforts of women professionals who contribute 
significantly to scientific advancement.

Women scientists, engineers, technical personnel and administrators at CSIR-NAL have played a pivotal role in strengthening India's Aerospace ecosystem. 
Their contributions ranging from fundamental research to advanced technology development and machine critical support have substantially supported our 
national objectives in the civil and defence aerospace sectors. By showcasing these achievements, this initiative will inspire younger generations to pursue 
careers in STEM and reaffirm our commitment to fostering a fair and supportive professional environment. I commend the leadership of CSIR-NAL and the 
women's compendium committee for this thoughtful initiative celebrating the journeys of its women's professionals, who gracefully balance professional 
responsibilities and personal commitments. This compendium will stand as a testament to their achievements and further reinforce a culture of respect, 
recognition and opportunity.

With best wishes for the success of this publication

February 27, 2026
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CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories has consistently pursued excellence in research, technology development, and national service 
through the collective efforts of its dedicated workforce. Women professionals have been an integral part of this journey, contributing 
significantly across scientific, technical, administrative and managerial domains.

This Women's Achievements Compendium brings together a range of accomplishments that reect competence, perseverance, and 
leadership. The achievements documented herein underscore the important role played by women in strengthening institutional capabilities 
and advancing the organisation's mission.

Recognizing and documenting such contributions is essential for building an inclusive and enabling work culture that values merit, diversity, 
and equal opportunity. An environment that encourages participation and professional growth of women is vital for sustained innovation 
and organizational progress.

I appreciate the efforts of the Women Compendium Committee for conceptualising and compiling this publication, and I congratulate all the 
women whose achievements are featured.

I am confident that this compendium will serve as a valuable record of excellence and a source of motivation for the entire CSIR-NAL 
community.
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It is both an honour and a necessity to introduce the CSIR NAL Women's Compendium at such a pivotal juncture in our economic history. As we 
move through 2026, the global workforce is no longer merely "incorporating" women; it is being fundamentally redefined by them. This 
volume arrives not as a simple tribute, but as a rigorous examination of the role women play as the primary architects of the modern 
industrial and digital landscapes.

The transition we are witnessing is one of participation to inuence. Today, the data presented in these pages underscores a more 
profound reality: gender parity is the ultimate engine of volatility-resistance. In an era of rapid technological disruption and shifting global 
markets, the unique perspectives and leadership styles of women have proven to be indispensable assets for organizational survival and 
growth. While we celebrate the rise of women and the narrowing of the global gender pay gap, we must remain clear-eyed about the 
"unseen labour" and systemic hurdles that persist.

The contributors to this work have captured a moment in time where the old rules of work are being rewritten. They highlight a generation of 
women who are not just seeking a seat at the table, but are actively redesigning the table itself to be more inclusive, exible, and human-
centric.

As you navigate this collection of insights, I invite you to look beyond the numbers. Read between the lines of the case studies to find the 

stories of resilience, the strategies for systemic change, and the vision for a future where professional success is decoupled from gendered 

expectations.

May this work serve as both an inspiration to those currently in the arena and a definitive guide for the leaders of tomorrow
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It is a privilege to be associated with the CSIR–NAL Women's Compendium, which highlights the journeys and accomplishments of 
women who have quietly and consistently shaped the scientific landscape of the laboratory.

My years at CSIR–NAL remain among the most meaningful chapters of my life. The institution nurtured my growth as a researcher and 
strengthened my conviction that enduring work is built on discipline, sincerity, and inner conviction. Receiving the Padma Shri after my 
superannuation reaffirmed my belief in Nishkaam Karma—that one must remain devoted to one's duty without attachment to 
recognition, trusting that sincere effort carries its own lasting value. To the younger colleagues whose profiles appear in this volume, I 
would say: remain curious, remain courageous, and remain patient. Progress in science is often gradual, but steady commitment shapes 
both character and legacy. As the Bhagavad Gita teaches:

“Karmanye vadhikaraste ma phaleshu kadachana…” 
(Your right is to action alone, never to its fruits.)

I convey my appreciation to those who have brought out this publication and extend my warm wishes to every woman whose work and 
dedication continue to enrich the scientific community.

Dr. V Shubha
Former Distinguished Scientist, 
CSIR-NAL
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The Women's Compendium is a tribute to the talent, dedication, and sustained efforts of women who are an essential part of CSIR–National 
Aerospace Laboratories. This volume brings together narratives that highlight accomplishments across scientific, technical, administrative, and 
support domains, illustrating the wide-ranging roles undertaken by women within the laboratory.

Over the years, women at CSIR–NAL have demonstrated perseverance, adaptability, and professional strength while balancing varied 
responsibilities. Their journeys reect quiet determination and a steadfast pursuit of excellence. Through this compilation, we aim to provide 
visibility to these journeys and to acknowledge the meaningful impact they have created within our academic and professional ecosystem.

Released on the occasion of International Women's Day, this publication serves as a celebration of collective progress and shared aspirations. 
It is our hope that the experiences documented here will encourage young professionals to pursue their goals with confidence and resilience.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to all contributors and members of the Women Compendium Committee whose dedicated efforts have 
shaped this publication. I warmly congratulate the women featured in this volume and wish them continued success in their endeavours.

Anjana Jain
Chairperson

Women’s Compendium Committee
CSIR–NAL
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Rajeshwari Natarajan 
Diplomo (Instrument Technology) 
Principal Technical Officer 
Propulsion Division 
E-mail : rn.nal@csir.res.in
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Ms. Rajeshwari Natarajan works in the area of High-speed turbomachinery instrumentation, combustion research and robust data 

acquisition development. She has contributed significantly in the domains of instrumentation, measurement systems, and data acquisition 

technologies, with applications in Turbomachinery and Combustion Research & Development, where she has specialized in instrumentation 

for axial-flow and centrifugal compressor test facilities; Combustor Design and Testing wherein she has provided support in the design, 

development, and testing of reverse-flow and annular combustors; Engine Test Facility Establishment where she has played a key role in 

setting up engine test facilities for JTlSD and TS21 engines; Thermal Insulation Paint Certification, where she has contributed to the 

certification of indigenously developed thermal insulation paints using combustion test facilities. 

She has received the CSIR-NAL Outstanding team performance award for the work on "Indigenous development, testing and pre-production 

clearance (from CEMILAC) of thermal insulation paint for Heat Shielding application on SARAS Aircraft"for the year 2023-2024. 

She has co-authored around 10 conference papers. 































































































































































Thank You
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